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The mission of Jhumki Basu Foundation is to carry forward the legacy of 
Professor Sreyashi  Jhumki Basu, teacher, educator and activist, and build on 
her vision and passion to achieve equity in science education. The objectives 
of the Foundation are to discover, nurture and spread innovative and 
sustainable programs to make democratic science education a reality and 
provide a forum for researchers and teachers to collaborate on innovative 
science teaching methods for urban and minority youth. 
 

Sci - Ed Innovators Expo & Symposium 

February 7, 2011: The event, supported by NYU, JBF and New York Department of Education, has 
received over one thousand registrations to hear renowned primatologist and 
environmentalist Dr. Jane Goodall, keynote the second annual 
Symposium. More than 400 visitors will participate in the Expo that 
features NYC school science projects led by Sci-Ed Fellows. 

January 24th, 2010: Over four hundred science teachers, researchers, 
policy makers, students and their parents thronged to New York 
University's Kimmel Centre for the launch of Jhumki Basu Foundation 

and Sci-Ed Innovators community dedicated to offering quality science  education for all young people. 

 

Sci - Ed Fellows 

The first group of twenty JBF sponsored Sci-Ed Fellows were selected for a ten-month tenure starting in 
July 2010. The Fellows, all New York area science teŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ WƘǳƳƪƛΩǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ for equity in 

science, participated in a 
workshop hosted by NYU 
in July 2010, and laid plans 
to collaborate through the 
school year and adopt best 
practices that reflect 
WƘǳƳƪƛΩǎ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ 

was conducted in partnership with New Teacher Center, a nonprofit dedicated to improving student 
learning, and featured eminent researchers Drs. Edna Tan, Christopher Emdin and Maria Rivera 
Maulucci as discussion leaders.  

Applications are being accepted for 2011 Sci-Ed Fellows who will participate in science inquiry programs 
during the year to develop innovative sŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ WƘǳƳƪƛΩǎ 5emocratic Science Framework for 
presentation at Sci-Ed Innovators Day 2012. 
 

Science Education Textbook 

Democratic Science Teaching: Building Expertise to Empower Low-Income 
Minority Youth in Science, a textbook co-authored by Sreyashi Jhumki Basu, 
Angela Calabrese Barton and Edna Tan will be released in Spring 2011 by Sense 
Publishers. Proceeds from sales of the book will accrue to JBF. 

http://www.janegoodall.org/invite-jane


Sci - Ed.net  

Development of the Sci-Ed LƴƴƻǾŀǘƻǊǎΩ ƻƴline collaboration system, being built by 
the Fellows, was launched in May 2010. The Fellows collaborated over a wikispace 
for their projects for the 2011 Expo and exchanged classroom experiences and 
novel teaching methods. Validated teaching techniques and case-studies are being 
placed on the public-facing platform www.sci-ed.net. This website is anticipated to 
become a key resource for American science teaching and teachers. 
 

Science Education Center at NYU 

Inspired by the vision of Jhumki Basu and supported by JBF, the Science Education Center is integral to 
the strategic growth of NYU Steinhardt. It will be situated in the heart of 
b¸¦Ωǎ Washington Square campus and ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ b¸¦Ωǎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭƭȅ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪŜŘ 
community. The Center will be built on the two core principals espoused by 
Jhumki: (a) the best and most advanced science education should be 
available to all students, and (b) the methods used to teach science should 
develop both teachers and students. 

To make the Center a reality, NYU Steinhardt has launched a fundraising campaign to secure financial 
support.  Generous gifts from lead partners, including the Jhumki Basu Foundation, Cisco Systems and 
the Steinhardt School have laid the initial groundwork for this exciting endeavor. 
 

Jhumki Basu Memorial Lecture at Stanford University 

March 1, 2011: Prof Frans de Waal, a behavioral biologist, known for his work on the social 
intelligence of primates, will deliver the second Jhumki Basu Memorial lecture on Morality, 
Empathy, Fairness and Prosocial Primates, ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ά{ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ϧ !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΦέ 

February 16, 2010: Renowned wildlife conservationist, Dr. George Schaller, delivered the 
inaugural lecture of the series ŀǘ {ǘŀƴŦƻǊŘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ .ƛǎƘƻǇ !ǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
students, faculty and alumni, as well as 70+ middle and high school students from 
underserved communities around the region. 
 

Jhumki Basu Memorial Garden 

November 16, 2010:: On a beautiful day in Palo Alto, CA, the Jhumki Basu 
Memorial Garden was dedicated at Castilleja School, where she attended high 
school, taught middle school science, ran a science summer camp for 3rd and 4th 
graders from disadvantaged communities, and received the Distinguished Alumni 
Award in 2008. The school auditorium was packed with 6-12 grade students for 
the dedication ceremony. Then several trees were planted in a sunny grove. 

 

Science Fairs & Scholarships 

JBF has sponsored annual science scholarships for graduating students at 
Renaissance Charter School in Queens, the Bronx School for Science Inquiry, and 
the School for Democracy and Leadership in Brooklyn.  
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